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The real Priscilla Owen

By John Cornyn
U.S. SENATE
Thursday, March 13, 2003

After 22 months of obstruction, the record on Texas judicial nominee Priscilla Owen will finally be set straight this
morning in a U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee hearing. For the second time, Owen comes before the committee and
will prove, once again, that she deserves to be confirmed to the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. The Circuit's
Jurisdiction encompasses Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi.

Owen is an impressive attorney and jurist. She graduated at the top of her class from Baylor Law School and edited the
Law Review there, during a time when few women entered the legal profession. She received the highest score on the

bar exam.

After practicing law in Texas for 17 years, Justice Owen won a seat on the Texas Supreme Court, and Texans re-
elected her in 2000 with 84 percent of the statewide vote. Her nomination has received broad, bipartisan support,
including former state Supreme Court Justices and prominent Texas Democrats such as John Hill and Raul Gonzalez,
15 former presidents of the State Bar of Texas and many other leading Texans.

Owen's qualifications and record of accomplishment caused the American Bar Association to unanimously rate her
"well-qualified" for the federal bench -- its highest rating -- which some Democrats have called the "gold standard."
But even that was not enough for the 10 Democrats on the Senate Judiciary Committee last year who blocked a vete on

Owen by the full Senate.

Democrats on the Judiciary Committee used Owen as a political football last year in an attempt to embarrass President
Bush and ridicule Texas during key elections. They tried unfairly to brand the native Texan as an extremist.

Partisan opponents point out that other Jjudges sometimes disagree with Owen. But there is nothing wrong with
disagreement; no two judges agree all the time -- which is precisely why the Texas Constitution establishes a Supreme
Court of nine justices. When the law is unclear, a good judge like Justice Owen searches in good faith for the right

answer.

As a former justice on the Texas Supreme Court, I often agreed with Owen. When we disagreed, I always found her
professional and her rulings based on a fair reading of the law.

Abortion advocates criticize her rulings on Texas's parental notification law. Unlike more restrictive states, Texas
generally requires minors only to notify one parent before an abortion, The criticism is misplaced: Owen did not write
the law, the state Legislature did. o '

Her opponents claim, disingenuously, that her interpretations of that law are out of the mainstream. Yet the author of
the parental notification law, Texas state Sen. Florence Shapiro, filed briefs supporting Owen's view and endorses her
nomination to the federal bench. And among the few parental notification cases heard by her court, Owen dissented less
frequently than two other justices. Owen's record is hardly one of an extremist. .

When we set the record straight, it will be obvious in Washington - as it has long been in Texas -- that Priscilla Owen
is an outstanding person and well-qualified judge who deserves confirmation to the federal court of appeals. After 22
months, Texans and the 5th Circuit have already waited long enough.

Comyn, a Republican, is a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee.



